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A New Experience
Yumiko Nakayama

"I had a good time this summer. I went to Boston and studied at an
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What I learned in America
Mayu Ouchi
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“What do you want to be in the future?” When I was asked this question, 1
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always answered like this , "I want to be a good speaker of English and a
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“kokusai-jin” , an internationally minded person . Because I thought if I could

ST AT .

=

speak English fluently. I could become a  “kokusaijin” . However when I stayed

with an American family this summer, I found out what was really necessary to be
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internationally minded.
On the second day of my homestay, I gave the host parents a “maneki-neko” | a
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lucky cat, as a gift from Japan. I could tell them what it was somehow but I could
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not explain its original meaning when they asked me. I had no idea about it.
I also brought origami to show Japanese culture. When I was showing them how
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to make origami cranes, they asked me, “Do you know Sadako? Who is Sadako?
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Again, I had to say, “Idon’t know.” Sadako is a girl who was making origami
cranes until she died from the Atomic Bomb in Hiroshima. Her story is very famous

in the U.S.A., but I didn’t know her at all. Can you imagine how I felt? T was so
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ashamed of myself as T didn’t answer any questions about Japan.
Thanks to the host family, T had a wonderful time there. I'd like to thank them
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especially for letting me know this important thing; without knowing our country
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and its culture, we can’t call ourselves “kokusai-jin” .
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Let’ s learn English but first let’ s learn more about our country.



